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1. Introduction 
This document will describe the IEEE Organization, starting with the history of 
IEEE and take a look on how these organization was established following the 
facts of IEEE today and a description of the IEEE objectives. The most 
important memberships of the huge number of grades will be examined 
regarding the prerequisite and the functions as well as costs of these. The 
governing bodies including first the six Major Boards with their functions will be 
explained and thereafter looking at the functions of the IEEE executives with the 
Presidents, the Assembly, the Board of Govenors and the Executive Committee 
and the appropriate election process. 

The second part of this document contains a detailed description of the IEEE-
SA (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Standards Association), 
what do they do with the standards and how do they work. How to develop a 
standard is going to be explained thought all its phases from its initiation, 
production to its management. A short view through one of the most 
representative standard from this association is going to be expound, the IEEE 
802 and its whole family.And at the end will be deal with the prices, benefits and 
some details about the membership from this association, as well also a small 
plus information about how is the name of a standard defined. 

2. History of the IEEE 
IEEE was formed in 1 January 1963 with the merger of two organizations, the 
AIEE (American Institute of Electrical Engineers) and the IRE (Institute of Radio 
Engineers).  

The AIEE was formed on 13 May 1884 in New York as a representative for 
American electrical engineers with the main interests in wire communication 
and light & power systems.  

The IRE was founded in 1912 by the Society of Wireless and Telegraph 
Engineers and the Wireless Institute, two largely local organizations. The mayor 
goal was an international society for scientists and engineers involved in the 
development of wireless communication.  

Both organizations had the same structural development and general activities 
that implies specialized segments gathered into professional groups under 
central governing body. There were also geographical units and student 
branches formed and many meetings and publications leads to a creation of 
extensive literature and the exchange of knowledge. Furthermore there existed 
already several membership grades. The standards development became a 
major effort. At this time, many IRE members also were members of the AIEE 
and after the extensive applications of electron tube technology in 1930 it was 
more and more difficult to distinguish the AIEE and IRE technical boundaries. 
The World War II was over, the two organizations increase their competition so 
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that problems of overlap and duplication of efforts arose. The leadership of both 
sought to resolve difficulties through consolidation and constructed a merger 
plan in 1961, which was implemented in 1963 and the IEEE, the Institute on 
Electrical & Electronics Engineers, Inc. was formed. Figure 1 shows the 
development of the IEEE logo. It is a combination of the IRE logo, which 
contains the curved arrow representing the right hand rule of electromagnetism 
and the rombus of the AIEE logo, picturing the dragon, Benjamin Franklin had 
proven with, that bolts consist of electrical energy. 

 

Figure 1: The development of the IEEE logo1

3. IEEE Today 
Today2 IEEE is a Non Profit Organization with more than 370.000 members, 
including 80.000 students in over 160 countries. This Organization is a great 
community, where every individual who shows interest in the IEEE designated 
fields can participate. If we take a local focus on the whole IEEE, as shown in 

                                            
1 Source : http://www.ieee.org/web/aboutus/history_center/ieee_emblem.html (last visit: 
2007.06.07) 
2 Data representing the year 2006. For more information, also see the Annual Report of the 
Secretary 2006 (http://www.ieee.org/organizations/corporate/secrpt/index00onepg.html (last 
visit 2007.06.07)) 
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Figure 2, the IEEE is divided in 10 Geographic Regions also splitted in 319 
Local Sections which contains 1676 Chapters including 356 Student Branch 
Chapters, which unite local members with the same technical interest. There 
were also more than 1.430 student branches at colleges and universities in 80 
countries. 

IEEE Local Focus

Geographic Regions

Local Sections

Chapters

IEEE Local Focus

Geographic Regions

Local Sections

Chapters

 

Figure 2: Division of IEEE using a local focus 

Now we take a technical focus on the IEEE, as you can see in Figure 3, and we 
have 10 technical divisions3 which are composed by 5 technical councils and 39 
societies, where members of the same technical area can communicate 
worldwide. Technical councils sponsor activities which take advantage to 
individuals in all of the member Societies.4

IEEE Technical Focus

Technical
Devisions

Technical
Councils Societies

IEEE Technical Focus

Technical
Devisions

Technical
Councils Societies

 

Figure 3: Division of IEEE using a technical focus 

                                            
3 For more information about the areas covering by the 10 technical divisions, see: 
http://www.ieee.org/web/aboutus/corporate/election/division.html (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
4 For more information about Technical Councils, see: 
http://www.ieee.org/web/societies/home/index.html (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
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IEEE sponsors or cosponsors about 450 IEEE conferences worldwide each 
year. There exist over 900 active IEEE standards and more than 400 are in 
development. 

IEEE has six main science regions, in alphabetical order they were: aerospace 
systems, biomedical engineering, computers, consumer electronics, electric 
power and telecommunication. 

3.1. The IEEE Mission 
IEEE contributes with an investment of approximately US$ 2 Million in 
philantrophic support every year to develop educational and public information 
programs. The funding of university accreditation or helping young people 
around the world to intruduce their technology careers were also goals as well 
as sustaining historical research services and subsidizing workshops to 
facilitate the exchange of electronic information. IEEE cooperates with industry, 
universities and government to raise students literacy in science, math, 
engineering and technology. The members will be provided by continuing 
education units and professional development hours to meet their continuous 
education requirements. These objectives leads to the great aim to support 
promoting the engineering profession for the benefit of humanity and the 
profession. To achieve these goals, the ten point IEEE Code of Ethics were 
authored and each participant of IEEE over the world have to redeem them.5

4. IEEE Membership Grades and Dues 
IEEE is a community and membership is open to individuals in the IEEE 
designated fields that means there exist several membership grades. The 
designated fields spread over Engineering, Computer Science, Information 
Technology, Physical Science, Biological and Medical Sciences, Mathematics, 
Technical Communications and the related Education, Law and Policy. 

4.1. IEEE Membership Grades 
There were many membership grades and because of this fullness of grades, 
this section will explain only the most important memberships.6 Figure 4 shows 
the grades this paper is explaining about. 

                                            
5 IEEE Code of Ethics, see: http://www.ieee.org/portal/pages/about/whatis/code.html (last visit: 
2007.06.07) 
6 For detailled information about all membership grades, see IEEE Bylaws, Version: June 2007, 
p. 13-16: http://www.ieee.org/portal/cms_docs_iportals/iportals/aboutus/whatis/Constitution-
Bylaws-Policies.pdf (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
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Figure 4: Excerpt of the most important membership grades of IEEE 

4.1.1.  Student Member 

IEEE is a Community with the possibility for students to participate, in contrast 
to other standard organizations.7 This is a great opportunity for a student, who 
will for example takes part in creating new standards. To become a Student 
Member in IEEE a student must be registered as a graduate or undergraduate 
student on an university and must have achieved the minimum of 50% of the full 
time normal academic program. The maximum duration is 8 years and if the 
student achieves a degree that time, his grade status will be automatically 
transfer to Full Member status, elsewhere he will be transfer to the Associate 
Member status. 

4.1.2.  Graduate Student Member 

A Graduate Student Member is a student, who has achieved the minimum of 
50% of the full time normal academic program, must be registered as Graduate 
Student an university and must have been qualified for Member grade. The 
duration is also limited for 8 years and after that time, or should he achieve a 
degree in that duration, he will be automatically transfer to Full Member Status. 

4.1.3.  Associate Member 

Associate Members are technical and non-technical applicants who do not meet 
the qualifications for Member Grade. They benefit through membership and 

                                            
7 Other Standard Organizations are e.g. the international Organization IEC, where only a 
Country can become member 
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IEEE participation and will be encourage by IEEE in continuing education and 
work experience so that a requalification for member grade should be possible 
because they are needed for volunteer leader positions in several boards in this 
organizaton which are for member only. 

4.1.4.  Member 

A Person with Member Status has satisfied the IEEE-specified educational 
requirements and demonstrated the competence of 3-5 years university level or 
higher degree from accredited institution or program. He should also achieved a 
3-5 years university level or higher degree and 3 years professional work 
experience in teaching, creating, developing, practicing or managing or a 
6 years of professional work experience and competence in teaching, creating, 
developing, practicing or managing. A Member grade is eligible to vote 
Delegates from the Division he affiliates to the Assembly. 

4.1.5.  Senior Member 

A Senior Member is an engineer, a scientist, an educator, a technical executive 
or an originator with 10 years professional practice including significant 
performance over 5-6 of these years in one ore more IEEE designated fields. 
He should have substantial responsibility, achievement or publication of papers, 
books or inventions and should practiced the technical direction or management 
of important work with evidence of accomplishment with a recognized 
contribution to the welfare of profession. Senior Members are eligible to vote as 
well as Members. Beyond that they are warranted to become a Delegate. 

4.1.6.  Fellow 

The Fellow Grade is the highest grade of membership for a person with unusual 
distinction in profession and who must have a minimum of 5 years Member 
Status. The appointment will be conferred by the Board of Directors upon a 
person with extraordinary record of accomplishments in any of IEEE designated 
fields. The Fellow has the same rights like the Senior Member with regard to 
voting and becoming a Delegate. 

4.1.7.  Honorary 

The Honorary Grade is equally to the Fellow Grade but for a person who was 
not a Member of IEEE before. The appointment will also be conferred by the 
Board of Directors upon a person with extraordinary service to the humanity in 
any of the IEEE designated fields. 

4.1.8.  Life Member 

Life Member is a member, over 65 years old and whose sum of membership 
years plus his ownage is above 100 years. 
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4.1.9.  GOLD 

GOLD is the shortcut for Graduates Of the Last Decade and appointed to post-
student members within 10 years of receiving their first professional degree. 
1988 the IEEE approved formation of non-technical groups worldwide named 
Affinity Groups. The Affinity Groups were formed under joint supervision of the 
local section in many varied activities, like social and community minded, and 
each region has a designated GOLD Coordinator. 

4.1.10. Affiliate 

An Affiliate is not an IEEE member but a member of another professional 
society who whishes to affiliate to membership in a specific IEEE society. 
Affiliates are not entitled to any IEEE benefits or services but only from affiliated 
society and pays separate annual affiliate fee and the IEEE society’s annual 
membership dues. 

4.2. IEEE Membership Dues 
This section shows the dues, the members have to pay. Membership dues are 
divided in half year dues and full year dues.The annual memberships run from 
1 January through 31 December. New applications between 16 August 2007 
and 28 February 2008 are for full year dues while new applications between 
1 March 2007 and 15 August 2007 are for half year dues, ending at 
31 December 2007. The half year dues are for new members only! Figure 5 
shows the dues, a Member resp. Student has to pay regarding the country he is 
located. 

$12.50 $25.00 $64.00 $128.00 Asia, Pacific 
$12.50 $25.00 $63.50 $127.00 Latin America 

$12.50 $25.00 $67.00 $134.00 Africa, Europe, 
Middle East 

$17.10 $34.20 $79.61 $159.22 Canada (incl. 
HST) 

$15.90 $31.80 $74.69 $149.38 Canada (incl. 
GST) 

$15.00 $30.00 $80.50 $161.00 United States 

Student
Half year

Student
Full Year

Member
Half year

Member
Full year

Residence
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GST) 
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Student
Full Year

Member
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Figure 5: Membership Dues 2007 for Member and Student Grades8

                                            
8 See also: http://www.ieee.org/web/membership/Cost/dues.html (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
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If a member will be involved in Technical Societies, he has to pay additional 
dues. Figure 6 lists only a few Societies, a Member resp. Student has to pay.9

Full Year 
Only 

Free Full Year 
Only 

$25.00 Women in Engineering 
(WIE) 

Full Year 
Only 

$37.00 Full Year 
Only 

$37.00 IEEE Standards Association
(IEEE-SA) 

$11.00 $21.00 $21.00 $42.00 IEEE Communications 

$8.00 $15.00 $15.00 $30.00 IEEE Engineering 
Management 

$12.00 $24.00 $24.00 $48.00 IEEE Computer 

$7.00 $13.00$13.00 $25.00 IEEE Aerospace and 

Electronic Systems

Student
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Full Year

Member
Half year
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Society (some examples)
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Figure 6: Excerpt of Societies and the additional dues for Member and Student Grades 

5. IEEE Governing Bodies 
This part of the document will explain the governing bodies of IEEE starting with 
the Major Boards governing the Sections and Chapters as well as the Technical 
Devisions with the Technical Councils and Societies in all the IEEE designated 
fields, following by the IEEE executives, the top-layer governing bodies. 

5.1. Major Boards 
The six Major Boards are the major organizational units and govern the major 
areas of IEEE interests. Each Board has an elected volunteer leader and a Staff 
Secretary, designated by the IEEE Executive Director. Major Boards and their 
organizational units may organize meetings and conferences regarding the 
interests of the unit. This section explaines the functions of the six Boards in 
short terms.10

5.1.1.  Technical Activities Board (TAB) 

The functions of the Technical Activities Board are to foster technological 
innovation by advancing the technical activities and to represent the interests of 

                                            
9 Full list, see: http://www.ieee.org/web/membership/Cost/dues.html (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
10 For detailled information about the Major Boards, see IEEE Bylaws, Version: June 2007, p. 
30-33: http://www.ieee.org/portal/cms_docs_iportals/iportals/aboutus/whatis/Constitution-
Bylaws-Policies.pdf (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
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Societies and Technical Councils in electric, electronic, communication, 
computer engineering and computer science. 

5.1.2.  Educational Activities Board (EAB) 

The EAB recommends policies on educational matters and implements 
programs specifically intended to serve educational pursuits inside and outside 
of IEEE including monitoring of accreditation bodies, the coordination of pre-
university programs and the representation of IEEE cocerning engeneering 
education. 

5.1.3.  IEEE United States of America (IEEE-USA) 

This Board recommends policies and implements programs specifically 
intended to serve and benefit members, profession and the public in the United 
States. IEEE-USA represents the interests of the IEEE before the U.S. 
governing bodies. 

5.1.4.  Publication Services and Products Board (PSPB) 

The Publication Services and Products Board has the task to report to the 
Board of Directors and shall be responsible for formulating and recommending 
information-related, published services and products policies to the Board of 
Directors. Further functons are to maintain and distribute information about 
IEEE procedures and standards. 

5.1.5.  Member and Geographic Activities Board (MGAB) 

This Board is responsible for the organization of geographically-defined 
member units committed to the advancement of electrical engineering, 
electronics, computer engineering and computer sciences. MGAB shall also be 
responsible for IEEE membership and member development, that implies e.g. 
recruitment, retention and elevation. 

5.1.6.  Standards Association (IEEE-SA) 

The IEEE-SA reflects the technical and global standards interests of IEEE and 
shall establish, coordinate, develop, approve and also revise IEEE Standards. 
This Association is the interface in standard related matters with external 
organizations. 

5.2. IEEE Executives 
The Executives are divided in three parts: the Board of Directors, the Assembly 
and the Executive Committee with the three Presidents serving on all three 
parts. Figure 7 drafts the functions and the members following by a short 
explanation of the election process for every instance. 
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Figure 7: The IEEE Executives. The three Presidents serve on each of the three parts. 

5.2.1.  The Presidents 

The Presidents serve on the three top layer IEEE governing bodies. Every year, 
a new president will be elect directly by the voting memberships for three 
years.11 In the first year he has the title “President elect”. The second year he is 
the “President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO)” and in the last third year the 
“Past President”. Election warranted are Members in Member status or above. 
Once a person was elected for President, he is illegible to serve a second full 
term in that office. 

5.2.2.  The Assembly 

The Assembly consitsts of 23 Delegates, whose shall be Fellow or Senior 
Member. The Delegates consist of the three Presidents, the ten Region 
Delegates and the ten Division Delegates. The ten Region Delegates are the 
Region Directors voted by members with Member Grade or above in the 
particular Regions. The ten Division Delegates are the elected Devision 
Directors by the members of Member Grade or above of the ten Divisions. The 
Assembly elects four appointments: the Vice President for Educational Activities 
Board (EAB), the Vice President for Publication Services and Products Board 
(PSPB), the Vice President for Member and Geographic Activities Board 
(MGAB) and the Secretary-Treasurer. Further functions are receiping and filling 
of reports. The President of the Standards Association Board, the President of 
IEEE USA Board and the Vice President of Technical Activities Board will not 
be elected by the Assembly but by the Members of the correspondent Society. 

                                            
11 The candidates for the annual election, see: 
http://www.ieee.org/web/aboutus/corporate/election/index.html (last visit: 2007.06.07) 
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Figure 8: Election of the Presidents and four appointments elected by the Assembly 

5.2.3. The Board of Directors 

The Board of Directors contains 30 Directors composed of the Assembly, the 
four appointments elected by the Assembly, the Vice President of Technical 
Activities Board, the IEEE-USA Board President and the President of IEEE-
Standard Association. There exist three regular meetings each year where the 
third meeting is the final meeting in whole IEEE. 

5.2.4. The Executive Comitee 

This Comitee consist of eleven Members: the Three Presidents, The Presidents 
ore Vice Presidents of the six Major Boards, the Secretary-Treasurer and the 
Division Director of the Computer Society. The Executive Committee has an 
Executive Director, who is the full-time chief operating officer, serves as Staff 
Secretary for the Assembly and provides the recordkeeping and secretarial 
functions. The tasks of the Comitee are to appoint, direct, and coordinate the 
work of all of its standing administrative committees, to authorize conventions, 
conferences and meetings of the IEEE and to approve their dates and locations. 
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6. Opportunities for Members 
The IEEE Membership has several opportunities for Members. A Member can 
receive IEEE magazines like the IEEE Spektrum and the Potentials Online 
Magazine. He has also exclusive subscription rates on journals and an online 
access to Table of Contents (TOC) as well as expanded abstracts to more than 
1 million IEEE documents. There are special discounts on the purchase of 
conference proceedings, standards and books too. 

IEEE is a great Community with more than 300 local IEEE sections with a sum 
of 1300 technical chapters. Over 300 annual IEEE conferences take place 
worldwide on which a Member can attend his local section, chapter meetings 
and volunteer for leadership positions. He can also attend a conference to meet 
industry leaders and practitioners to encounter latest research and to eventually 
present his papers to an international audience.  

For Profession there exists a IEEE Jobsite, a Consultants Database and Career 
Publications a member can visit and participate on technical and professional 
online courses from top universities as well as corporate educational institutions 
at exclusive discounts. A great incentive is also the IEEE Medal of Honor, the 
IEEE’s highest award of recognizing an individual for exceptional contribution or 
extraordinary career. 

7. IEEE-SA 

7.1. What is the IEEE-SA? 
The IEEA-SA means “Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
Standards Association”, it is a part of the IEEE and it is in charge to develop an 
international industry of standards over all the most important industries such 
like information technology, transportation, biomedical, power and energy, 
telecommunications and new emerging technology (nanotechnology and 
information assurance). 

This association has been working for over a century, the objective of the IEEE-
SA is to established standards through a development program which offers 
balance, openness, due process and consensus. The IEEE-SA conducts every 
year around 200 standards ballots; process by which proposed standards are 
voted according to their technical reliability and soundness. 

The IEEE-SA has been success because of the technical diversity of its 20,000 
plus participants, which are technology leaders from corporations, organizations, 
universities and government agencies. All this knowledge together contributes 
to the integrity of the IEEE standards. 
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7.2. IEEE 802. 
The most relevant standard in the computer industry is the IEEE 802. The first 
meeting from this project was held in February of 1980, the number 802 was 
simply the next free number in the sequence by the IEEE standard’s projects, 
though "802" is sometimes associated with the date the first meeting was held.  

IEEE 802 is a group of standards for networks that break the data link layer into 
2 sub layers (Logical Link Control and Media Access Control). 

7.2.1.  Family of standards IEEE 802 

802  Overview and Architecture 
802.1  Bridging und Management 
802.2  Logical Link Control (I) 
802.3  CSMA / CD Access Method 
802.4  Token-Passing Bus (D) 
802.5  Token Ring Access (I) 
802.6  Metropolitan Areas Networks (D) 
802.7  Broadband LANs (D) 
802.8  Fiber Optics LANs (D) 
802.9  Integrated Data and Voice Networks (D) 
802.10  Network Security (D) 
802.11  Wireless LAN – WLAN 
802.12  Demand Priority Access Method. (I) 
802.14  Community Antenna TV - CATV (D) 
802.15  Wireless Personal Area Network – WPAN 
802.16  Broadband Wireless Access 
802.17  Resilent Packet Rings 
802.18  Radio Regulatory TAG Regulatory Activities 
802.19  Coexistence TAG 
802.20  Mobile Broadband Wireless Access 
802.21  Media Independent Handoff Access 
802.22  Wireless Regional Area Network 

(I)  Inactive 
(D)  Disbanded  

7.2.2.  Structure’s schema of the standard 802 

(Lower layers from a Network Arquitecture) 
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Figure 9: ANSI/IEEE Estándar 802.11. Information technology-Telecommunications and 
information exchange between systems-Local and metropolitan area networks-Specific 
requirements-Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control (MAC) and Physical Layer 

(PHY) Specifications. 1999. 

7.2.3. What about IEEE 802.11? 

This is a family of standards for Wireless LANs, better known as “Wi-Fi” 
because the Wi-Fi Alliance, some of its members are Cisco, IBM, Intel Nokia, 
3Com, Hewlett Packard, AMD, NEC. Avaya, Apple, Motorota and Microsoft. 
The relevance from its members show how important is the Wi-Fi Alliance. 

The family 802.11 includes: 

 

Figure 10: http://www.ddj.com/dept/mobile/193500531?pgno=3  
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7.3. How to develop a standard in the IEEE-SA? 
As we are taking about standards, the IEEE-SA has its own “Standards 
Development Process”, which can be shortly explained with the following work 
flow. 

 

Figure 11: Work Flow for developing a standard 

7.3.1.  Initiate 

7.3.1.1. Initiate the Project 

First there has to exist a concrete “Idea for a standard” before to “Find a 
Sponsor” that is going to oversee the project. This Sponsor can be found in any 
of the Society, Committee or Acronyms existing in the IEEE. After this, the 
sponsor or the sponsor Liason has to “Submit the PAR” and send it to the 
Nescom Administrator to be approved (“Approve PAR”). 
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7.3.1.2. PAR 

The PAR (Project Authorization Request) is a small, structured, and deeply 
detailed document that contains the reason “WHY” your project needs to exists 
(purpose) and “WHAT” it intends to do (scope).  

There are three types of IEEE standards documents: 

1. Standard: Ruled by the verb ("shall"), that means that standards are 
mandatory requirements. 

2. Recommended practice: Ruled by the verb ("should"), in this case these 
documents are suggested procedures. 

3. Guide: Ruled by the verb ("may"), offer guidelines to follow. 

These standards documents can be upon a “New Standard”, “Revision to an 
existing Standard”, “Corrigendum to an existing Standard” (technical corrections 
to and existing IEEE standard), “Amendment to an existing Standard” (new 
material to an existing IEEE standard) and an Adoption of a Non-IEEE Standard.  

It is important to notice that a standard can not take longer than four years to be 
complete, after this period of time the sponsor has to request an extension of 
time to finalize the project (NesCom’s decision). If additional time is needed 
after two extensions, then a new PAR must be submitted. 

The IEEE offers also errata sheets that just correct obvious typographical errors, 
that’s the reason why an errata sheet does not require a PAR neither a Ballot. 

In resume here is the schema for the initiation of a standard in the IEEE-SA: 

 

Figure 12: Initiation of a standard in the IEEE-SA 
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7.3.1.3. Develop the Working Group 

After the PAR is approved, then the working group chair will plan the meetings 
and organize the work that has to be done. He has to decide the course in 
which the working group is going to move and if is necessarily delegates 
assignments for developing parts of the standard to members of the working 
group. In this part of the flow any change on the proposed IEEE document will 
be hardly sanctioned.  

Anyone can participate in the IEEE working groups, they don’t even have to be 
an IEEE-SA members. The participation on a specific working group depends 
completely on the sponsor as each one has specific rules and procedures to 
determinate the voting rights.  

7.3.2.  Produce  

7.3.2.1. Write the Draft 

In this part is recommended to break the document into segments and based on 
the PAR prepare the scope and purpose. The Sponsor must provide the IEEE-
SA Standards Board with a complete, technically accurate draft of the proposed 
standard that meets the requirements of the IEEE-SA Style Manual for content, 
style, and legibility to ensure that the style of the draft does not differ from 
IEEE's style.  

7.3.2.2. Ballot the Draft 

Types of balloting: 

1. The traditional balloting process is only by individuals. 
2. Mixed balloting group is made of non-individuals and individuals.  
3. Ballot group formed only by non-individuals (Corporations, Organizations, 

…). 

Activities: 

• Enroll in Activity Areas 

• Request for Mandatory Editorial Coordination 

• Initiate Sponsor Ballot Invitation  

• Initiate Sponsor Ballot  

• Initiate Recirculation Ballot  

• Balloting Multiple Comment Submission Template 
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7.3.2.3. Get Final Approval  

An IEEE standard approval is achieved by sending the document and 
supporting material to the IEEE-SA Standards Board Standards Review 
Committee (RevCom); this submitted form should be completed by the 
designated person by the Sponsor.  

7.3.3.  Manage 

7.3.3.1. Publish the standard 

The role of this process is to ensure that the standard is grammatically and 
syntactically correct using American English. In this part of the process is not 
possible to do any changes that affect the technical meaning of the standard. 

7.3.3.2. Reaffirming the Standard 

A standard is valid for a period of five years from the date of approval (by the 
IEEE-SA Standards Board) and before this period expires the sponsor must 
initiate this process to ensure that the standard is still valid and can be 
reaffirmed for another five years. 

It is important to mark that after the validity period the standard should have 
been revised, reaffirmed or withdrawed.  

7.4. How much does a membership cost? 
There are 2 kinds of memberships: The Individual and the Corporate 
Membership 

7.4.1.  Benefits 

Unlimited balloting 
IEEE-SA News 
IEEE-SA Member Central 
Voting Rights for Governance in IEEE-SA 
Discount IEEE-SA Members, save 10% on non-IEEE standards 
Discount on the purchase of standards and standards subscriptions 
Facilities, staff, and resources to develop standards 

7.4.2.  Prices 

• Individual Membership (pro year) 
$37 for individuals who are also current IEEE members  
$37 for individuals who are also current IEEE society members 
$198 for individuals who are not current IEEE members or IEEE society 
members 
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• Corporate Membership (pro year) 
Less than US $1 million - Dues are US $1000 
US$1 million to US $1 billion - Dues are US $3000 
More than US $1 billion - Dues are $5000 
Government Agency - Dues are US $5000 
Trade Association or user group - Dues are US $1000 
University - Dues are US $1000  
Standards developing organizations - Dues are US $1000 

7.4.3.  IEEE-SA Membership Packages  

Membership Term 
(anniversary) 

Dues level 
$1000 

Dues level 
$3000 

Dues Level 
$5000 

1 year $1000 $3000 $5000 

2 years $1800 $5400 $9000 

3 years $2550 $7650 $12,750 

5 years $4000 $12,000 $20,000 

An IEEE-SA membership does not give you access to all IEEE Standards and 
does not include access to standards drafts, to get this access you must contact 
the working group chair directly for permission. 

7.5. Who and how is the name of a standard defined? 
The standard’s name is determined by IEEE staff with oversight by NesCom 
under a simple schema in which it shouldn’t been forgotten that this number is 
just a label to identified the standard and nothing else, there is not a meaning 
behind the number of  a standard. 

Here are some statements from the document as example, the hole document 
it’s under the page http://standards.ieee.org/guides/par/parnumber95.html

1. Whole numbers in sequential (The IEEE NesCom Administrator) 
2. Projects for amendments will concatenate the numeric designation of the 

standard plus a lowercase letter. 
3. The letters "l" or "o" shall not be used in project numbers.  

 
22

http://standards.ieee.org/guides/par/parnumber95.html


4. When a double letter is required to identify a project because the 26 
letters of the alphabet have already been used, the following lettering 
sequence shall be utilized: aa, ab, ac, ad, etc.  
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